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PRESS STATEMENT 
FROM-: PREMIER (MR. DUNSTAN) 
SUBJECT^ _ STAMP JDUTY 
It xtfas not practicable at present to make a full statement regarding 
the future of the State receipts stamp duty, the Premier, Mr. Dunstan, 
said today. 
He said while the State Government did not regard the duty as a 
desirable or equitable form of tax it could not remove it without 
replacement of the $6,250,000 annual revenue involved. 
"The Prime Minister has promised to validate and continue the tax in 
the interests of the States and he hinted yesterday that irrespective 
of the adverse Senate vote there wore other opportunities for . 
continuing endeavours on the matter," Mr. Dunstan said. 
"Until there have been further conferences between the Commonwealth 
and States it will be impossible to indicate what future actions will 
be taken. 
"At the very latest I would hope for a clear statement immediately 
after next week's Premiers' Conference." 
Fir. Duns tan said in the meantime the receipts duty remain valid and 
effective on all receipts except those concerned with the sale of 
new goods produced or manufactured in Australia. 
;,It remains effective where second-hand or imported goods are 
involved and for payments for all services, foes, commissions, 
interest, dividends, rents, and other charges, on payments and 
repayments of loans and other debts, and on payments for land and 
real property. 
Mr. Dunstan said that any taxpayer who during the present state 
of uncertainty regarding Commonwealth action to validate duty where 
new locally-produced goods were concerned and who proposed to abstain 
from payments of duty on such transaction, must analyse all his 
transactions and continue his returns and payment with respect to 
all other than those relating to new other Australian-produced goods. 
"If it becomes clear that theCommonwealth will not proceed to 
validate the doubtful section of the duty back to last November, 
the State Government vrill honour the undertaking to regard all duty 
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paid since October 28 last year relating to new Australian-produced 
goods as paid under protest or objection and will arrange refunds 
accordingly." 
Mr. Dunstan said the amount which may be involved in refunds would 
probably be about $2ym. 
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